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studied at Queens' University in Canada before returning to South Africa.  Today she is an Associate

Professor at the University of Cape Town's Centre for Extra-Mural Studies.

To date she has published three collections of poetry and her poems have appeared in at least eleven
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1. "Girls carrying babies

not much smaller than themselves.

Erosion. Soil washed down to the sea."

• The poet deviates from references to people and speaks suddenly about soil erosion.  W hat

is the reason for deviating from references to people?   (4)

• Explain why the image of soil erosion can be regarded as a metaphor.   (4)

• W hy would girls be carrying babies not much smaller than themselves?   (4)

2. "Come with us to the place of mothers.

W e will stroke your flat empty belly,

let you weep with us in the dark,

and arm you with one of our babies

to carry home on your back."

• W hat colour will this baby be?  How do you know?   (3)

• W hat is the significance of this offer?   (4)
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