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At face value, the poem is a description of a thunderstorm raging far away over the Magaliesberg

Mountains beyond Pretoria.  The poet watches the lightning flash, hears the thunder rumble and tries to

determine from the time that has elapsed just how far away the storm really is.

There is, however, a deeper meaning.  The thunderstorm is a reference to the oncoming revolutionary

storm that was heading South Africa's way, an onslaught of discontent caused by the racist attitudes of

the people and the unjust laws of the country.

From the poet's point of view, this storm was still far away but he knew it was getting closer.  He could only

hope that everyone would be safe, huddled away within the seclusion of their homes.

1. "In the suburbs though, it is a dumb-show.  W e count

the long seconds between flash and wallop and try

to remember the formula to link sight and sound by distance."

• W hy should the distant storm be "a dumb-show" in the suburbs?   (4)

• Explain the "flash and wallop".   (2)

• W hy would the children "count the long seconds"?   (2)

• Explain the implication of them being "long" seconds?   (4)

• Can you explain this "formula" about which the poet speaks?   (2)

2. "W hat we see is the storm, small and entire in the wide sky and neatly

defined between two tilted parallels.  As they open up nearer,

we will smell them cleanly.  W e will see through rain-shade."

• W hat does the poet mean when he says, "W hat we see is the storm, small and entire in the

wide sky"?   (4)

• W as the storm really "neatly defined"?   (2)

• W hat does the poet mean when he says, "As they open up nearer, we will smell them

cleanly"?   (2)
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